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Cear Cr. LCennis:

In talking with young men struggling to make up their minds concerning a
proper course to take in the shaping of their surgical careers, I often
encounter attitudes of puzzlement and seeming confusion., These seem to
be rather difficult decisions for all young surgical aspirants to make.
Motivations and deliberations, which assist them in deciding upon a course
of action, I find, are not always readily articulated into words.

It occurred to me that an inquiry directed at a mature group of men, who
had made these same decisions, would supply answers which could prove
helpful in understanding these perplexing problems of the young man.

It would please me very much, therefore, if you would be good enough to

try to supply answers to the following questions. This inquiry is being
directed to all surgeons trained here who qualified for an academic degree

in Surgery from this Clinic and who have spent a number of years in an
academic post, It would please me very much indeed, if you would consent to
supply answers to the queries posed herein.

With many thanks and sincere good wishes,

vincerely,
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I. Decision to study medicine

1. How old were you when you first decided to become a doctor?
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2. Was it a firm decision, readily made, or did you debate it with yourself
for days, weeks, months or years? . L
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3. What were the important determinants that influenced your decision?
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1. When did you f1rst decide to become a surgeon?
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2. Was this decision more readily or easily arrived at than deciding to
study medicine? Mare ao—c—;‘e} .

3. What were the factors that influenced your decision? . p 2
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III. What suggestions have you for the 1mp?ov ement of
the educational process in the training of surgeons?
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IV. What are the essentials of an 'ideal' arran ement

for the surgical academician in a unlversu; atmos here?
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